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beloved of Etonians! Mr Cottam became acquainted with Mr Thomas
Pound of Belmont, a Catholic gentleman, who had long been in prison
for the Faith, Through Pound's godly life and conversation, as the phrase
then went, Mr Cottam was led back to the Church of his forefathers some
time prior to 1575. Later, he gratefully reminded his benefactor of this
in a letter containing the following passage: " Through you the divine
mercy recalled me from my wanderings, raised me up when fallen,
sustained me in my wavering, preserved me in my trials, restored me
when lost."
It has been supposed that at the time when this letter was written, or
a little later, Mr Cottam was already a student for the priesthood at Douay.
He was ordained Deacon at Cambrai in December, 1577, and after a visit
to England, returned in May of the next year (i 578),   Most of the follow-
ing year was spent in study at Rome, partly it seems at the German College.
Mr Cottam while in the Eternal City was admitted a novice of the Society
of Jesus, being consumed with zeal to go to India and there labour in a
field rendered illustrious by the then (comparatively) recent missionary
exploits of St Francis Xavier.   The new novice's Superiors, however, did
not consider him " a man of great or perhaps even of average talents "
(Letter of the Father-General SJ. to Fr. Wm. Crichton, Provincial at
Lyons).    His health, moreover, was bad, and it was ultimately agreed
that he should go to France or England to recuperate, with the prospect
of returning and maybe of going to India if he got better.   This was the
understanding, so that Mr Cottam was never formally dismissed from
the Society, of which he has always been generally regarded as one of the
Martyrs.   He returned to Rheims in company with the Rev. Robert John-
son, later martyred.   He was ordained priest at Soissons, and probably on
28th May (Ember Saturday), and on 5th June, left for the English Mission
together with Edward Rishton, Dr Humphrey Ely, then a layman and
Doctor of Laws of Douay University,1 John Hart, and Thomas Crane.
But the quartette were already marked men.    In coming from Rome to
Rheims, Mr Cottam had fallen in with the subsequently notorious spy,
Sledd or Sleydon, who appears to have been " all sorts of things," including
the post of serving-man to Dr Saunderson in Rome, and a student at
Rheims.   He was a fellow of loose morals and no principle, and so soon
turned informer and put himself at the disposal of Burleigh as a detector
of priests.   Sledd had already sent on information about Mr Cottam and
his party, so that when the four landed at Dover, they were at once detained
and searched,   Dr Ely had often crossed and recrossed before, and was
well known to the authorities at Dover by sight.   He was no doubt re-
1 He subsequently became a priest (1582) and died Professor of the Canwi and Civil Law
tt Pont4-Mousson in 1604.